Bronchovascular anatomy of the upper lobes: evaluation with thin-section CT.
The anatomy of the bronchovascular trees of the upper lobes was evaluated with thin-section computed tomography (CT) in 50 patients. In all patients, the subsegmental bronchi could be seen, except the right B2b, left B1 + 2c, and left B3c. Regular anatomic relationships were seen between the right A3b and B3b (A3b was seen along the medial aspect of B3b in 45 patients [90%]), right A2a and B2a (A2a was seen along the posteromedial aspect of B2a in 45 patients [90%]), and left A1 + 2c and B1 + 2c (A1 + 2c was seen along the posterior aspect of B1 + 2c in 41 patients [82%]). Four patterns of bronchial branching were seen in the left upper lobe. The lateral branch of the posterior segmental vein of the upper lobes was an anatomic landmark dividing the anterior and posterior segments of the upper lobes. Three kinds of venous drainage patterns were identified in both the right and left upper lobes.